Date

Mr. Ryan M. Seidemann, J.D., Ph.D., R.P.A.
Chairman

Statewide Cemetery Response Task Force
P.O. Box 94005

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9005

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics Docket No. 2021-1016
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its February 4, 2022 meeting, considered y@nr n?quest for
an advisory opinion regarding whether the Code of Governmental Egbm N?Qéde”) would
require members of the Statewide Cemetery Response Task Force gﬁi}d/@’r tl@é\lr designees to
file annual personal financial disclosure statements pursuant to La,$ROS§42¢?124 2.1.

FACTS PROVIDED & & &

& &

You stated that the Statewide Cemetery Response Task:}’/or».g (@RTF) was created by Act 713

in 2018, La. R.S. 29:726.4 to assess response a@' q@vgﬁy ge%ds related to cemeteries during

any emergency declaration by the state or @?ls@c\he&%of The CRTF is activated at the

request of the director of the Govern ' 1%@“ @’Homeland Security and Emergency

Preparedness when the state or a part 13&16@ an emergency declaration and there is
evidence that damage has occurred to a.¢@ (sz%é ég

The CRTF has the power to (1) d\st\er@h\q@%hether response and recovery efforts related to
cemeteries are necessary; (2) \zsﬁetm‘esponse is necessary, make recommendations for the
nature of the response; (3) p Q\V Qa\su,b?ect matter expertise as requested during the response;

(4) may direct avallable Q»“%md“}ocal resources for the response; (5) coordinate with any
relevant federal agenc1e®01b*cenmétery impacts response and recovery; (6) coordinate with any
impacted parish or l@cab v%’rnment on the cemetery impacts response and recovery; (7)
coordinate with a{@ Qeﬁ g@ vernmental organizations, funeral directors, monument and vault
companies, church@ﬁ* (;emetery authorities, associations, and vendors involved in the cemetery
impacts response a@d’recovery, and, (8) advise the director of the Governor’s Office of
Homeland Se\sﬁr]@? and Emergency Preparedness of any public health or other concerns related
to disinterze {@}nams for which the person responsible for disposition cannot be located. The
CRTF gQ%s@mt directly maintain, or maintain the authority for, expenditures, funds or debts.

The CRTF does work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the administration

of its Individual Assistance and Public Assistance Programs; however, those funds are solely
controlled by FEMA. Claims must be made to obtain assistance through one of FEMA’s
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programs. The CRTF does not directly handle such funding, but rather monitors the claim
process to ensure that the funds are paid by FEMA and then are properly used by the applicant.

Any and all funding and contracts let for the CRTF’s other obligations is exclusively managed
by the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness.

LAW
La. R.S. 42:1124.2.1 requires financial disclosure for each member and designee of a board or
commission which has the authority to expend, disburse or invest $10,000 or more of sina
fiscal year on or before May 15% of each year during which the person holds office a@’the year
following termination of the holding of such office. \\'f e@
RO
CONCLUSION &

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that the C@‘e;@? @Vemmental Ethics
would not require members of the Statewide Cemetery Res@sg@rgsﬁ Force and/or their
designees to file annual personal financial disclosure statemen@?pu-!;ku@m to La. R.S. 42:1124.2.1
since the CRFT does not have the authority to expend, dlsbu@\e gﬁnv%st $10,000 or more in funds

in a fiscal year. < &
<O\\\
isé\;s ébrth herein. Changes to the facts as
‘9@% prov1s10ns of the Louisiana Code of

o
E@tl@t’s ues no opmlon as to past conduct or as to

presented may result in a different appli
Governmental Ethics. The Louisiana Bo

Lobbyist Disclosure Acts, and the c 1c®0ﬁ<\%terest provisions contained in the Lou1s1ana
Gaming Control Law. If you have Qﬁy g&es&%ns please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225)
L

219-5600. «}\\b». §
& ‘\Q\V 3
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Tracy M. B }
Deputy G@ﬁer Counsel
For tlgeoﬂoafd
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